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SUBJECT: Command Policy #12-12, Use of Tactical and Non-tactical Vehicles
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25 August 2004

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT: Command Policy #12-12, Use of Tactical and Non-Tactical Vehicles

1. Military vehicles will be used for official military business only.  Soldiers operating military vehicles will remain in complete military uniform to include headgear unless I have approved an exception to policy.

2.  Headgear for HUMMVs, excluding those configured as troop carriers, will be beret for normal non-field use.  For HUMMVs configured as troop carriers, all soldiers excluding those in the front seats, will were kevlar headgear.  A Kevlar will be the only approved headgear for soldiers operating military vehicles, 2 1/2 ton or larger.

3.  Unit commanders may organize trips for MWR purposes.  An NCO in the grade of E-7 or above will supervise these trips.  Tactical vehicles will not be used for MWR trips that occur in the civilian community.  

4.  The NCOIC and driver will ensure that the vehicle is properly dispatched and in a safe operating condition.  The supervisor will ensure that the 6th Cavalry Brigade Risk 

Assessment form is properly filled out before all missions.  All passengers will wear seat belts if the vehicles are so equipped.  Safety straps will be used for troop carrying vehicles.  No containers of alcohol will be transported in any military vehicle.

5.  All vehicles will be secured, chock blocks and drip pans used, and all tactical vehicles will be battle parked at all times.

6.  All tactical vehicles will be secured in the unit motorpool or TAC site except for the minimum number of alert vehicles.  Units will establish written procedures for securing the keys and dispatches of all vehicles on extended dispatch.  The battalion XO will approve the list of vehicles for extended dispatch (excess of 1 day).  No vehicle keys will be retained by the operator overnight or when the vehicle is not dispatched.  Vehicles will park IAW the enclosed parking plan.

7.  A tactical commander (TC) will be in all vehicles on missions of any nature.  In peacetime, all personnel serving as TCs will be in the rank of E-4 or above.  The vehicle commander may drive as necessary if safety concerns so dictate.  Both front-seat occupants must be awake, adequately rested, and sober.  The TC is ultimately responsible for the safe and proper operation of the vehicle.

8.   Trucks (2 ½ ton or LMTV and above) will have a TC/assistant operator in the rank of CPL or above at all times, except as specified below.

a. Only qualified fuel handlers who possess a valid operator’s license will operate Fuel Tankers.  A SGT (E-5) or above will be the assistant operator.

b.
Trucks carrying ammunition or explosives, will have a SGT (E-5) or above as the assistant operator.  For Table VIII requirements, units may substitute a SPC (E-4) for Launcher Station vehicles.

9.   The Battery/Company commander may grant an exception to this policy only if he or she completes the attached 1-43 Risk Assessment Matrix accompanied by the dispatch and receives approval from either myself, the Battalion Executive Officer, or the Battalion Operations Officer.

10. This Policy Letter supersedes Policy Letter #12-12, dated 17 August 2004.

Encl 




                 TERENCE M. DORN
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